

Importance of Analysis
In my social studies class this year, I have tried to focus on using photographs and other visuals as prompts for writing and analysis.  Angie Burton presented an activity during the SI that prompted us to write about primary sources.  I have begun to look for primary sources and interesting pictures related to our social studies topics to promote writing for learning and writing to demonstrate learning.  This has worked well, especially with my students, as many have reading levels that are below grade level.  One of my favorite ways to use these materials, both pictures and primary sources, are as bellringers to assess whether or not students understood and have retained information from previous lessons.  It has become a simple way for me to learn which of my students are getting a grasp on the concepts presented.
Example…
[image: ]
Experiential Writing
Erin’s presentation on experiential writing gave me an idea at the beginning of the year.  Students are expected to learn how to write a lab report, which includes hypotheses, observations and conclusions.  I also had to teach the scientific method.  I combined teaching the scientific method with writing lab reports through a hands-on experience that got them involved in learning kinesthetically.  We created a lab report based upon an experiment we conducted using the scientific method. This activity worked very well because students were writing about something they had just experienced, which was much easier than writing about something they read or saw.  This made the lab report writing and scientific method come alive for my kids.  
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Using the Environment
Vivien Bowles’ presentation made my science class come alive.  We began the year talking about Inquiry and Investigation.  During this time, I decided to take advantage of the beautiful weather and location of our school and take my kids outside to make inquiries about their natural surroundings.  We took our writing notebooks outside and wrote down observations of things we saw and questions about things we didn’t understand.  The beauty of this activity was seeing pages fill up with students’ unspoken curiosity.  Not only did these types of activities give us a reason to write, it led us deeper into critical thinking skills be requiring students to answer their own questions.  We dug into research online and in the library to uncover the answers about things that surround us that we never really pay attention to.  Students learned about different types of spiders, ants, and other animals.  They researched their own questions and began to show pride in their work that I hadn’t seen before.  In addition to answering our own questions, student excitement built up even more when they saw our pictures and investigations on the class website.
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Glogs Away!
In social studies, the five themes of geography ran rampant when students demonstrated their understanding through Glogging.  Instead of a traditional “test”, students had to apply the information they gained by creating and analyzing a Glog.  Each student had to represent each of the five themes through the use of a picture or video.  Afterwards, they wrote justifications of their visual selections.  Through this activity, I was able to easily assess if they understood the concepts more thoroughly than I would have been able to assess understanding through a traditional test.  Furthermore, I had more fun and the kids had a blast learning a new way to present information.
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Blogging Beliefs
I incorporated Eddie and Jared’s presentations in one of the writing pieces we began for language arts.  After using prewriting activities extensively to develop a personal belief statement, I realized that my students did not yet have the ability or skills to clearly identify and write about important personal beliefs.  The prewriting portion gave me the ability to understand the struggles before I assigned a writing task that my students would have struggled with and many would not have experienced success.  In that regard, the prewriting activities were absolutely a positive use of time.  It saved a lot of difficulty by giving me the knowledge of where my students’ abilities lied in regards to this particular task.  In the meantime, giving students the experience to blog about their beliefs as part of the prewriting activities gave them the opportunity to interact with other students they usually don’t spend time with and provided them with feedback from peers.  
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Connecting Illustrating…
Caitlyn presented an activity in which we used illustrations as a basis for writing and adding detail.  I decided to take this idea and twist it a little because my students usually do not like drawing.  In this activity, students found pictures online that they felt represented an important part of who they were.  After locating the picture(s), students were tasked with writing a six-word memoir using the picture and the beliefs they held about themselves.  This activity worked for us!  The students truly enjoyed creating a piece of writing based on both their personal beliefs as they related to themselves and found pictures online.
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Another way I used illustrations in class was during a unit on memoirs.  As students wrote their memoirs, I discovered that idea development was very difficult for many kids.  One of the strategies I used was to create comic strip blocks and each student used those to illustrate the event they were writing about in sequence from beginning to end.  They drew and colored these pictures and then went back to add in details to their memoirs. Every student in class was able to go back into their writing and add details that they previously did not include or did not remember.  This proved to be a very successful activity for the students in my class.

The School-Wide Writing Marathon
My absolute favorite recycled activity from the SI was Farristown Middle School’s school-wide writing marathon.  It was my pleasure to organize and implement a half-day school-wide writing marathon.  Every student and adult in the school took part in the marathon.  In my group, I was pleasantly surprised to discover the talent of some of my students when they were writing without being given a topic or expectation.  This was definitely a successful recycled activity.
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Odds and Ends
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What kind of economy do you think this man is most familiar with?

(Traditional or Command)
Write a journal entry about a day in the life of this man. Use what you
know AND creativity.
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8/21/2013 - As we begin planning our own investigations, we took to the streets to observe and form questions and
hypotheses. Check out this ool nsect we found along the way. Our research led us to believe thatwe had found a female
velvetant.
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8/19/2013 - Today we began looking at investigation and inquiry in science. We spent time walking around outside making
observations about the world around us. Then we began to ask questions about the things we saw.
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this i belive

Categories: Blog
September 20,2013 @ 1130 AM 6 Comments

1. i believe in a god that created the earth.

2. belive that there is a new life that we dont now about. becuase when we record vids we hear voices that
people who thinks they are stll alive.

3. belive in family. when you are in trouble they will come to you most not expect them to come.
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/12 Mrs. Hunter (Mrs. Hunter's Class)
September 20, 2013 3t 10:02 PM
Joseph,

Tshare 3 few of these belies. Lie Ms. Johnson, Twould lie hear about times your famiy helped you
‘when you were in trouble. T would also lie to hear about when you helped your mom, sister, or
brother when one of them faced trouble. You have 3 huge heart and T know your family is special to

you. I think it would be wonderful f you would share some stories on your blog.
Reply

Joseph
September 23, 2013 2t 12:10 PM

okay i wil.
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Getting in trouble

Bringing knives

Punished
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